
1 

Ralph D. Winter Short Quotes and Excerpts about the Bible 
 
 
Seminar 1-14-02 
“Adjusting our lives and our thinking to the Bible is the name of the game. … People 
need the Word of God to grow past their initial understanding of Christianity.” 
 
Seminar 9-25-02 
“Give the Bible in language a people can understand: let them dig out what it means in 
their culture.” 
 
Seminar 10-16-02 
“The Bible itself is distance education.” 
 
Statement by Ralph Winter to Beth Snodderly 10-29-04 
“The best way to explain Ralph Winter’s life is his increasing understanding of the 
Bible.” 
 
Seminar 6-27-08 
“I can’t think of anything more important than understanding what the Bible is really 
saying.” 
 
 
 
Excerpt from “The Post-Exilic Period” in the Foundations Reader, p. 80 (WCF 
Lecture, around 1995, as World Christian Foundations curriculum was being developed) 
 
You might wonder why the Bible is not a growing document, updated by God every 
century and covering all of history, so we would know what God’s point of view at every 
point is. On the other hand, if the Bible makes plain a divine understanding of history, 
and we are to continue to follow it, then we should not be too upset that the Old 
Testament essentially stops 400 years before Christ. We ought to be able to look at the 
next period of 400 years through the eyes of the earlier periods for which we do have a 
Bible. I think basically this is what is called the biblical philosophy of history.  
 
There is a very distinct set of factors in this biblical philosophy of history. I believe that 
God intends us to look at our own nation from that point of view, as well as at other 
nations and other periods of history. We simply gain a certain perspective from the OT, 
and we are supposed to continue on with that perspective.  
 
 
 


