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There is a book called Maps of Time and the subtitle has to do with the words “Big 
History.” Your theme is the story of redemption—this is a big story. And this book is the 
first serious secular book written on what is now being called “Big History”. Now, 
history has been around for a long time. Some historians, all they have ever written is the 
definition of history. But they do not make any guesses; they only tell you what they see. 
There are no interpretations there. That is, generally speaking, they shy away from 
interpretations, because they are the guardians of the facts. But you know, nobody has 
ever put into book form the whole story of what we think we know of human history. 
Now I am talking about the big bang.  
 
How many of you know what I mean by the big bang? That’s the theory that the whole 
universe popped out of a tiny little particle. It seems very likely right?  Believing the 
resurrection is difficult but believing the whole universe popped out of a little particle is 
simple?  Now, to go from there to here is “Big History”. (Most of what I say in the next 
few minutes has to do with what the secular understanding world thinks is true.) Is there 
any question interpretation of that that enables this big picture to be a Christian 
interpretation. This is the theme of the conference—he story of redemption. 
 
This book points out that in the big bang things very rapidly sprang into being. Do you 
suppose they sprang into life at the speed of light? You could see the results of a vast 
display of millions of stars that are connected with one galaxy, our own home galaxy. 
Now probably, most of you have never visited another galaxy, but anyways that’s our 
home galaxy. Now if you travel in a spaceship let’s say, and you speed up to the speed of 
light, it would take you one hundred thousand years just to cross our one galaxy. That’s 
pretty big. But there are three trillion such galaxies. Anyone know the word trillion? It’s a 
million billion. So, here you’ve got one million billion galaxies, some bigger than our 
galaxy. Ours is about the biggest galaxy, wouldn’t it be neat if we could say that ours is 
the biggest galaxy though? 
 
Now, the reason we are talking about galaxies is not because I want to go into astronomy 
or anything like that. According to the latest theories, can you believe it, this little particle 
extended within a fraction of a second to the size of our galaxy. It takes a little more to 
believe that. So this is the standard understanding: thirteen billion years ago this big bang 
took place. Does anyone here know who was watching that?  The theory is that 
everything we know just “happened”. So that’s the first page in “Big History.”  That’s 
what I call mystery number one, and it is truly a mystery. 
 
Now, along the line of that theory of time of 14 billion years there came a time when our 
own planet was formed 4 and a half billion years ago. A billion years ago? That’s a long 
time ago. That’s part of the whole expanse of the universe. So far as we know, this did 
not happen in any other planet. There must be billions and billions of planets if there are 
billions of galaxies. All we know is that on our planet something happened that was very 
unique. The appearance of life itself.   



Any of you guys who are chemists know that the table of elements describes a vast, 
complex, incredible system of basic building blocks called atoms. And you know, 
parasites are really huge, bacteria are not quite as big, and viruses are the smallest form of 
life. A virus has maybe 10 million atoms in it. So, life, in its very smallest form, is still an 
incredible combination of what was already there before and what is all throughout the 
universe. Never has any meteorite ever come in that has anything different from what we 
already expected from this table. The second mystery in this “Big History” is this story of 
redemption. Life began to appear long ago in forms so small that there are no fossils. 
Now, I’m telling you what our society has settled on. These are the people we have to 
talk to about Jesus Christ. 
 
So the first mystery is the forming of atoms and the second mystery is taking those 
complex building blocks and putting them together by the thousands of millions and 
producing something that moves, lives and re-produces. Now they are looking at what 
they call string theory. It turns out that the tiniest particles that you can’t see…don’t 
actually exist. See, that’s easy to believe, the tiniest particles you can’t see don’t exist. 
 
In this series of events life itself, in the early period, appeared finally: the cell. In the year 
1900 the cell was a little glob of jello. It was pretty hard to know what was in the cell.  
You could take the period at the end of a sentence and you could put 200 thousand cells 
on that period and not cover it up completely. So cells are pretty small. But if you take a 
cell and extend it to the size of Pennsylvania it would be more complex than the state 
itself. Cells have unimaginable internal complexity. This is really something, when cells 
first appear. 
 
By the way, let me just quickly assure you, I don’t believe in evolution.  I could even 
believe the big bang before I believe evolution. In fact I don’t know any reason to not 
believe the big bang…except common sense. But in the case of evolution there are very 
good reasons not to believe that life evolved without any guidance of intelligence. And 
more recently we were talking about intelligent design being evident in nature, and the 
scientists are all kind of, they don’t talk about that because if you get God in the picture 
you have to cover it up. They don’t want anything to do with intelligent design.  
 
Now, in the story which our people today believe, mystery three is kind of a combined 
mystery, first of all, it’s the pain, it’s the suffering, it’s the horror, the nightmare of the 
evolutionist. Evolutionists believe everything evolved over time, very gradually. Just give 
it enough millions of years and it will get fancier and fancier and pretty soon you will 
have an ape and then you will have a human being. I mean this is evolution. But, instead 
of things happening that way, even the evolutionists can’t deny the Cambrian explosion. 
Now just before the Cambrian explosion there was a period called the Edacrian period, 
where there are fossils, some of the oldest forms of life that we have ever found. These 
little animals that lived before the Cambrian explosion, they didn’t eat or fight each other, 
they didn’t have any protection (like a crustacean in the ocean has), they didn’t have 
sharp teeth to tear each other apart. This is a very interesting period that developed, but 
then the next thing that happens is you have an explosion. Almost all the forms of life we 
know today exploded into being about 500 million years ago according to this theory. It’s 



the worst nightmare of evolution that anything happened suddenly. Within a very short 
time an absolute explosion of larger animals appeared, of all sorts.  
 
Now that explosion coincides with the first appearance of predatory life. From this point 
on, according to this theory which is generally accepted by secular, all of the sudden now 
every form of life is either prey or predator or both. Now I’m going to ask you 
something, if we’re going to explain this in terms of God’s glory, is it reasonable to 
suppose that all of a sudden on a Saturday afternoon God said, “you know, what I want a 
little more excitement around here, I want them to eat each other, fight each other”? In all 
of nature tooth and claw you have nothing but what we call homicide, the killing and 
killing and killing. I remember years and years ago seeing a television screen with a little 
brown line coming across and then suddenly, I’m closer and closer and there is this half a 
ton wilderbeast and all of the sudden it comes across the middle of the screen and these 
five wild African dogs come across and get hold of this wilderbeast and tear it apart. I 
don’t believe God loves to see this happen. I believe there is a Satan. And if you talk to 
secular people one of the great mysteries is why all of the sudden there is predation in 
nature. And they say “Well, you know survival of the fittest, you know, that’s the way it 
is.” Let me ask you an honest question. Have any of you ever stopped to think why in all 
nature is there so much absolute violence and killing? Why? Is this the way God wants 
things to be? Well, he doesn’t want humans to fight but he is perfectly fine with animals 
fighting? So then this third mystery is the sudden appearance of predatory forms of life.  
 
Then of course there ensued a huge period, 500 million years of all kinds of life 
appearing including dinosaurs. Anybody heard of dinosaurs? Well anyways they 
suddenly disappeared and all of a sudden humans appeared. Humans are absolutely 
different from every other form of life. For example, DNA tests have proved that 
Neanderthals have no connection with humans. Human beings just don’t fit the pattern. 
The main difference between human beings and other animals is that human beings 
worry about themselves and all kind of other people and think about the stars etc. We 
don’t have a lot of apes that are specialists in cosmology. So, these human beings, you’d 
think, would be smart enough to alter genetically forms of life that were inexistent at that 
time of life.  
 
Now, there are two major types of life that they could deal with at that time. About 
11,000 years ago is the first evidence of genetic selection in the form of plant life. Now, 
how many of you have ever eaten rice? How many have ever eaten corn, wheat, 
potatoes? Every single one of those forms of plant life are artificially engineered. They 
didn’t start out that way. Corn originally was just a weed. There were some very 
intelligent animals, I’m just joking, human beings who about 11,000 years ago began to 
monkey with artificial selection. They didn’t insert any gene slips into the cells, we are 
just beginning to do that.  
 
The same thing happened in the realm of animal life. The latest understanding is that the 
first evidence of genetic selection of animal life was about 11,000 years ago. There are 
two different groups of scientists. Plant scientists and animal scientists. They both have 
evidence that only 11,000 years ago were there really intelligent humans on this planet. 



Human beings are young earth. All human experience falls in the last 11,000 years, 
according to these theories. This is the fourth mystery. I wish I could tell you about how 
this all happened, the scientists themselves don’t know how this happened. Let’s talk 
about the first appearance of really intelligent animals. According to these studies, every 
dog was bred out of wolves, the Chinese began to select wolves and they eventually 
found tamer wolves. Dogs are very important in many societies, you talk about sheep 
herders. They are very, very bright animals. This is the enigma, when did they first 
appear? And how in the world did they suddenly gain all this intelligence? I mean the 
Neanderthals, the cave men, their pictures don’t look like Leonardo Da Vinci’s. The truly 
intelligent evidences are only 11,000 years ago. Once human beings appeared there was a 
second great tragic event when animal life began to flourish in the Cambrian explosion— 
there was this first entrance of violence.  
 
Now again, in the history of human beings and what we call the fall of Adam, human 
beings began to be corrupted and distorted and they developed sharp teeth and digestive 
system to handle meat: other human beings and animals. In genesis chapter one it talks 
about God creating animals and human beings and he gave them plants to eat. Their 
digestive systems were designed for plant life. Something came in, and all of the sudden 
they became carnivorous. That means vicious. So now, not only the rest of creation but 
even the human being is corrupted. This early period, when animal life became corrupted, 
I would say that was the fall of Satan. 
 
So you have two falls. The fall of Satan, and the fall of Man. When Satan was tempting 
Adam, he had a crime record. Did you ever stop and think about that? I think that if you 
believe in intelligent design, you must believe in intelligent evil design. There is evidence 
of an intelligent nature. But if there is any evidence of intelligent nature, there is also 
evidence of a huge amount of evil intelligence. Destructive, distorted intelligence.  
 
The creation, which we see in Genesis 1:27-28, is a creation of animal life that don’t eat 
each other, don’t fight each other, don’t kill each other. What is God going to do about 
this? And so, in this story that we are trying to follow, one of the major events is this new 
beginning which we see in Genesis where God creates all over again animals that don’t 
eat each other and human beings at the same time. And yet even in this new beginning 
there are evidences that Satan got into that picture and found it. Now let me back up for a 
second. How many of you have ever seen Arizona meteor crater? It’s a huge mile across 
hole in the middle of Arizona. It’s about a 1/3rd of a mile deep. And I’m telling you, talk 
about a hole. Let’s talk about craters that are 15 miles across. Imagine a rock a mile or 
two or three in diameter traveling at the speed of a bullet producing a crater 15 miles 
across. Now, what I’m getting at is that God is not just interested in rescuing human 
beings. See this is a much bigger picture.  
 
All creation groans and strains according to Romans 8 waiting for the redemption. But if 
we talk about redemption we have to talk about restoration of creation, you can’t just talk 
about the ticket to heaven in the pocket of human beings. Getting human beings 
redeemed is not the end, it’s the beginning.  
 



I grew up during the Second World War. I was pretty young but I got in there in the last 2 
and 3 quarters years. I could see with my eyes two different worlds. I could see the 
incredible change in American society. In Japan they were tearing up the rails and putting 
up the hard wood. They tore down the banisters and you couldn’t buy shoes made out of 
leather. There has never been another war the scope of the Second World War. Our 
country has never really been jeopardized since the Second World War. Every human 
being, every citizen became captured by that war. 
 
Ok now, I was at Cal Tech already in the second year. And the Army and the Navy said 
they needed some of these college students. And that they would pay their tuition until 
they graduated and then make them officers. And this was a pretty good deal. It wasn’t an 
option, you either do that, you go in the Army, or you get drafted. And so, we were being 
prepared for the Navy. Your whole life was scheduled. They didn’t care about you, they 
cared about winning the war. The thing I do recall is, the clothes we were issued were 
high quality stuff. The shoes, the pants the other garments we were given were absolutely 
quality stuff. Now, my family was never really a poor family, but we never bought stuff 
like that. The navy took very good care of you; you didn’t have to say, “I need to go get 
my teeth cleaned”, it was on a schedule. 
 
There are lots of Christians trying to live in the millennium when there is not a war going 
on. Up until now, maybe in your church or whatever you got the impression that you get 
the missionary call and WHEE EEEE! you go and you lose all your possibilities of being 
a rich business man or a great computer programmer and now God is going to waste your 
life. That doesn’t happen. I don’t believe there is such a thing as a missionary call. Is 
there anybody here who has accepted Christ but not accepted his commission? If you 
have not accepted his commission you have not accepted Christ! You can’t divide 
between Christ and the work he is doing and the purposes he has. You can’t say, “Oh 
Jesus is such a wonderful person.” Hey, he is busy. He’s not even listening to you.  
 
The Bible more than any other thing in my life has really stopped and stunned and 
changed my life. And it’s something that you can’t laugh off.  I want to refer you to 2 
Corinthians 5:15. He died for all so that they might have nice uniforms and a place to stay 
and food to eat and just get along wonderfully? “He died for all that they who live should 
no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and rose again.” Do you 
know what that means? That means you have no options. You cannot say God has not 
called me. God has called you. You’re all part of the war effort. Let me read it again. “He 
died for all that they who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died 
for them and rose again.” 
 
Some people talk about the two books of God, the book of nature and the book of 
scripture in which he reveals himself. Now, what is he trying to do? Some people say he 
is trying to restore his glory. Now, if the son of God appeared to destroy the works of the 
Devil obviously destroying the works of the devil brings glory to God. Now, how do we 
get there? We’re either going to be part of the problem or part of the solution. Not one 
person in this room has a choice, if you follow Christ and follow the Christ of the Bible. 
Have you ever stopped to think what a jolt Jesus was to his disciples? You know, there’s 



a page in the book of Mark. Here Jesus is paying attention to a man with a withered hand. 
In many societies, people who are deformed are rejected. That’s true in the New 
Testament society. Jesus paid attention to them. He paid attention to sick people, he paid 
attention to children.  
 
Ok, the next verse is Galatians 2:20. “I have been crucified with Christ and it is NO 
LONGER I who live but Christ who lives within me, and the life I live I live by the faith 
of the son of God.” Faith is the word for divine illumination. Faith enables belief. The 
guidance of God is very rarely teleological. It’s very rarely going to see ten years ahead. 
His ways are not our ways. The third verse is in Ephesians. It says here in 2:10 “we are 
his workmanship that no one should boast.” Created in Christ Jesus for good works that 
God prepared for him. By grace we have been saved. Saved through faith.  
 
Now, I’m sorry that this is all so sketchy. And the big question of course is what is it he 
wants to do. I talked to a girl this afternoon, she is interested in hunger. And I said how 
about poverty. And I said well how about disease. If 4 out of 5 members of the family are 
sick then the family is in poverty. Disease is pulling people down all the time. Pulling me 
down, pulling you down. You know what. If we want to glorify God we have to reduce 
those things that tear him down. Our God is being blamed for all kinds of evil today. 
Once you get it clear in your mind that to Glorify God is to restore his creation not 
merely get people into heaven; get people saved not simply to give them a new life but to 
enlist them. Now whatever you decide to major in, you can’t, unless you are following 
God. 
 
I have a very close friend who is a wonderful tremendous pastor, brilliant man. When my 
first wife was diagnosed with cancer he said, “You have to realize this is God.” When a 
gnat bats its wing it’s God’s power. Everything that happens, is God. There is no Satan in 
that picture. There is no intelligent evil. And God is the one that does all of these terrible 
things. THIS gospel will not float in a scientific era. And that is not the God of the Bible. 
There is a recent book called Is God the one to Blame? And one of the things it says is 
that in present day times Evangelicals, when something goes wrong, resign themselves to 
saying “Whats God up to?” In the New Testament when they don’t expect it they say, 
“I’m going to be a good Christian and God is going to protect me.” Half of all males and 
a third of all females will have cancer before they die. In one way or another all who 
follow Christ will experience his sufferings. I get tired when I hear people talk about 
“The Passion” movie and how wonderful it is that Jesus’ blood atoned for our sins. Well, 
that’s certainly part of the movie and that’s the reason that this guy, whatever his name is, 
realized Jesus suffered for him so he made a movie emphasizing Christ’s suffering. But 
you know what that movie shows? It’s pretty obvious. It shows the existing power of the 
Devil. If you want to know what Satan is up to, he had a hand in that. This is something 
that we usually don’t attribute to Satan. We say “God sent his son to the cross.”  
 
God is in charge of everything, but there is also an evil. Well look, my time is up. But 
you know, accepting Jesus Christ, if we don’t accept his commission, we are simply 
worthless. All of the religions of the world cater to human aspirations. Except for Jesus. 
Let’s face it, this whole conference is about missions. Every single thing that was said 



has to do with the mission of God. There is no such a thing as a missionary call. Most 
Christians, in their own minds are off the hook. But that’s not really true. 


