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INTRODUCTION 

From Frontiers in Mission, xiv-x 

Earlier, a number of chapters, especially Chapter 50, addressed the same sphere, 
which is just one of the many obstacles or frontiers in the Christian mission—
frontiers that have been addressed since the very first edition.  

This introduction is now being added, therefore, to try to give the reader 
advanced notice that one particular theme, or frontier, in the original book is 
now assuming greater prominence. Should this theme not be addressed in a 
separate book? Yes, someday. But in view of what may be its uncomfortable 
novelty, it may need the background of thinking found in the rest of the book to 
give it a bit more credibility. Now, can this novel theme be stated concisely?  

Let me try. At first glance, this burgeoning element may seem to have nothing to 
do with mission. However, I assure the reader that, if validated, it has an urgent 
and perfectly huge new perspective to add to traditional mission vision. If it 
didn’t, I would not be the least interested.  

It is, first of all, simply a conjectured story of this planet told from both a secular 
scientific point of view along with a Biblical and theological interpretation. Both 
the scientific views and the theological interpretations involve a good deal of 
conjecture. That is, “scientific” facts you see here are built out of conjectures 
scientists have made. They could be wrong. The “theological” interpretations of 
the Bible—some are my own—also are not inerrant even though I accept the 
Bible itself to be inerrant.  

Today  

In the last 500 million years  —45 major, asteroidal collisions—life devastating—
occured.  

Dinosaurs came and went. Then mammals flourished. Real humans appeared 
just 11,000 years ago. Then, Genesis 1:1.  

—500 Million years ago?  

Origin of Predatory Life The “Cambrian Explosion”  

Most important is the mysteriously sudden appearance of violent, destructive, 
predatory forms of life, enduring for the last 500 million years.  

—4 Billion years ago? Origin of Life  

The last 500 million years is what we know most about. It is the last 11,000 years 
where true humans appeared on the scene that are of greatest interest, especially 
the question of where the Genesis record fits in.  
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From Frontiers in Mission, xiv-x 

But once more, why is all this so important? There are two good reasons.  

1. One is the fact that most traditional interpretations of Genesis are these days 
casting doubt on the creation sequence and content of the first chapter of 
Genesis. “The world” has concluded pretty much that Genesis is just so much 
poetry and that it has nothing to do with reality. Evangelicals are divided right 
down the middle as to how to interpret even the first chapter—old earth versus 
young earth. That is, was the creation of life instantaneous like the Big Bang, or 
was it gradual as the evolutionists insist? For me it is very satisfying to be able to 
uphold what Genesis says and at the same time to embrace both the young earth 
and the old earth interpretations of events.  

Basically, for almost 200 years we have been digging up what appear to be very 
old bones, bones that belong to life now extinct, and life that is clearly violent 
and carnivorous.  

How can these old bones reeking of violence fit into Genesis 1, which describes 
the results of this (new?) creation as “good” and man and animal as non-
carnivorous?  

The enigma is removed if we look more closely at 1:1-2 and realize that these two 
verses may describe a destroyed situation and a new beginning, a re-creation of 
things in a region of the planet. The old bones and all that violence, however, 
occurred before Genesis 1:1, not after.  

2. Once we recognize the extensive distortion of creation ever since the Cambrian 
Explosion it would seem reasonable that then was when Satan turned against the 
Creator. He began systematically to distort non-carnivorous life forms into 
destructively violent, pain and suffering—producing forms of life which would 
not at all seem to be the kind of thing God would create in the first place.  

This in turn would then throw new light on the (re)creation in Genesis 1 of 
specifically non-carnivorous life. Alas, we also see the subsequent achievement 
of Satan in pulling down both man and animal life in even that Edenic new 
beginning. It certainly sheds new light on the task facing redeemed humans 
today. Now, can we better understand 1 Jn 3:8, “The Son of God appeared for 
this purpose, to destroy the works of the Devil”?  

The whole story may go like this:  
God created highly intelligent, but finite, intermediate beings through whom He 
then, over a lengthy period of time, developed life as we know it. These 
intermediate beings over time were instructed in the incredibly complex matters 
of DNA and what we call microbiology.  

But at the Cambrian period, where forms of life vastly larger than fairly small 
animals were achieved, one of the leaders among the intermediate beings not 
only chose to go on his own but decided to mar and mangle the good creation 
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intended by God. This period of rebellion continues to this day and explains why 
redeemed humans have a mission that is much larger than just redeeming 
humans, but requires the identification of all evil with Satan, not with God’s 
“mysterious ways.”  

I have left out a mountain of details, many of which are described in the articles 
in this book. I refer specifically to chapters 12, 50, 51, and 52, but also in other 
chapters, especially in Part 6.  

My concern in attacking this frontier is to explain that this is merely an honest 
attempt to defend the Bible, to unveil the extensive damage to God’s glory 
resulting from monstrous and intelligent evil, to unravel the tension between the 
old earth and young earth views, and, above all, to open up a window on the 
nature of the purpose in this life of redeemed man, that is, the Christian mission.  

 


