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Introduction 
ur purpose in this lesson is to get an overview 
of the Third Module, and in fact an overview 

of all the modules. It is important, especially at this 
time, to see ahead and see back. All of our modules 
stop at rather significant points, but this is perhaps 
the most significant point of departure in the whole 
course, and it’s cause for a great deal of wonder. I 
wish we could tell you all the answers, but we’re 
mainly going to present you with questions and 
things to ponder and to wonder about. 

We started out in Module One quoting the famous 
philosophical poem, “Twinkle, twinkle little star, 
/How I wonder what you are.” That’s a kind of 
symbol or example of the fact that human beings 
are forced to wonder a great deal about what they 
see. 

When that little ditty was written years ago, people 
had no idea what those twinkling stars were really 
like—not the remotest idea, compared to what we 
know today. But what we know today, despite the 
fact that we know massively more than we knew 
when that was written, still leaves us wondering 
what in the world this thing is that is twinkling. It’s 
an example of the fact that perhaps everything that 
can be seen, small or large, in the world in which 
we live, if we really try to figure it out, it leaves us 
to wonder, to ponder. We say that wonders never 
cease. That is probably more and more clear today 
than it has ever been in human history. 

There were times when people thought they had 
things figured out, when they would confidently 
give explanations for whole sweeps of history and 
whole sectors of natural phenomena. There was a 
time in the last century when scientists said they 
were just about finished discovering all that was to 
be known! This is one of the most hilarious, 
laughable—or maybe tragic—misunderstandings 
you could ever imagine. So we need to be very, 
very humble as we approach reality, and this 
situation right now is no exception. 

You might say that the key word in all that we’re 
studying is development. Development, however, is 
also a question. It’s a legitimate question. Many 

people have pondered the question of human 
progress and said there is no progress—that we’re 
going backwards, or whatever. It isn’t perfectly 
obvious that things are evolving. In any event, it is 
true that a great deal of humanity does think in 
those terms. 

We often use the phrase, “The plot thickens,” 
which implies that something is going on, 
something is developing in terms of a plot. In terms 
of world history, here’s an example for you. In the 
Second World War, planes flew over Irian Jaya at a 
fairly high altitude, at an altitude that was far 
higher than planes were able to fly only a few years 
earlier. Looking down, they saw evidences of 
human civilization that was never known to exist 
by the outside world. Those people knew that they 
existed, but the people on the outside didn’t know 
they existed. When they began to find out more 
about those people, they labeled them “Stone Age 
People.” That perspective implies that those people 
got stuck in the Stone Age; everybody else on earth 
had been progressing, but those people got stuck. 
Naturally, the anthropologists were outraged at 
this. They said, “What do you mean? Those people 
were evolving. Their society is different today than 
it was a hundred or a thousand years ago. 
Everybody is evolving.” 

But the question is: Is this development, or is it 
decline, or is this just confusion? Is it meaningless? 
Is life itself, for individuals and for society, a 
totally puzzling, undecipherable enigma? Well, we 
will alternate between extremes as we look at this 
situation. It really is inspiring at times, as we know 
more about this story (and people today know more 
than anyone who ever lived, in terms of the whole 
globe and even the past). It is also staggeringly 
gruesome. It is not at all a pretty story at every 
point. It is amazing what human beings have done 
in architecture and literature, in social structure, 
even linguistic structure. It’s almost unfathomably 
marvelous! At the same time, while in what we call 
Nature there are beasts that are prey and others that 
are predators—there’s a great deal of violence 
going on, and bloodshed—you do not see in Nature 
the thing we see in the story of Man. Man is his 
own worst enemy. There’s no animal species that is 
its own worst enemy. 

O 
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A newspaper during the decade of ethnic strife and 
break up of Yugoslavia (early 1990’s – early 
2000’s) announced that 7,000 men and older boys 
were herded together when a certain safe city in the 
former Yugoslavia was “liberated.” People 
wondered what had happened to them. Now they 
know. They are dead. Even Hitler wasn’t quite as 
cold-blooded in some ways as what has happened 
recently with very educated people. There is 
somehow an inexplicable element in this story, and 
the very word development itself is subject to 
question. 

On the other hand, in the twentieth century an 
amazing number of things happened that had never 
happened before. They couldn’t even have 
happened before, without the degree of 
development that has been piling on top of itself, so 
that the word linear comes into the picture. Is there 
such a thing as “linear” development? Probably the 
easiest thing to refer to that would seem to be 
linear—actually, it’s worse than linear; it’s 
exponential, as they say—is the growth of 
population. This is not something that goes up and 
then goes down again, except in places like 
Yugoslavia or Northern Ireland. Population may 
wax and wane, but overall the global population 
growth has never faltered in the twentieth 
century—it has absolutely exploded! 

It’s not just the human population that has 
exploded. The most horrifying, monstrously 
dangerous microbes—tiny little creatures—seem to 
be increasing along with the human population, 
with the mixture of people going on around the 
world. Things that one group has become immune 
to can become outrageous plagues in another part 
of the world. These things are constantly 
increasing, and with the degree of flux in the world 
today, there is absolutely nothing that will stop 
them. It isn’t at all obvious that human beings will 
even survive the onslaught of the increase of these 
little creatures. 

The hospitals of America are not getting any 
cleaner. In some ways they are, but hospital sepsis, 
often called blood poisoning, which involves tiny 
little creatures that attack human beings, has 
expanded seven times in a single decade! In other 
words, it is seven times as likely today that an 
operation in a hospital will end in what is called 
hospital sepsis. And this is simply an aggravated or 
especially dangerous form of onslaught. 

Many things are changing in this world. We’re 
developing weapons that are more powerful than 
ever before; we’re more capable of eliminating all 
of life ourselves than ever before. We’re finding 

out human societies are under greater pressure than 
ever before. Virtually all human societies around 
the world are essentially refugee societies: 
embattled, defending themselves against other 
societies. Only in modern times has there been 
such an overlay of societies. But even so, we’re 
still in some ways in a position of danger and 
retreat. 

So we’re facing an incredible picture. We have 
photo negatives, so to speak, for about 4,000 years. 
We know in some detail just 4,000 years of this 
story. In this course we have covered 2,000 years. 
We are at a point where the names of our modules 
come into the picture. We didn’t know what to call 
the first module. We didn’t want to call it Creation. 
We didn’t want to call it Beginnings, because who 
knows whether these were the beginnings that we 
were noticing? So we just called it First Things—
the first things that have come to our notice, 
maybe. But does that nudge you a little bit in the 
direction of development? 

The second module we called Formulation, 
because, apparently for the first time, people like 
Alexander the Great were formulating a concept of 
a global, single, harmonious civilization. He tried 
very effectively for a short burst of his career, but 
did not succeed. 

In this module, there is some degree of fulfillment 
of his ideals, of his wonderings, his ponderings. So, 
despite the fact that things may seem to move a 
little slowly, there’s a constant pushing and 
shoving at the micro level. There’s never a dull 
moment anywhere in the world. 

The overall story isn’t altogether clear for many 
people; it seems just like a mass of facts to be 
memorized. But that is not at all our approach. We 
are not the least bit interested in people 
memorizing facts. We want you to understand 
whether there is, or is not, development, whether 
you can see an unfolding of something or not. This 
is one of the primary questions, as you start your 
readings and as you begin to push into this module. 

Review 
We have already very clearly revealed—not 
accidentally or unintentionally but purposefully —
that we do have a bias, a very distinct bias. We’re 
talking about development, which assumes the 
existence of development. We recognize that many 
scholars think it’s a lack of objectivity, it’s some 
sort of presumption, a ridiculous thought, that there 
would be development, and that it’s purely 
ethnocentric or something of the sort—
“historiocentric” —meaning it’s part of our history 
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but not part of any other. In any event, I’d have to 
say that the only worse thing than having a bias—
admitting it, defining it—would be to pretend that 
we had no bias. You cannot just walk into myriads 
of information, mountains of data like a vast forest, 
and simply start describing everything you see. 
There would be no point to that. We’ll bring this up 
more when we start into the module specifically 
(we’re merely reviewing and getting a larger 
overview in the following several lessons); we’ll 
talk a little more about the hopelessness of total 
objectivity. 

1. Why, as we plunge into this 
particular 2,000-year period, is it 
possible to say that we are entering a 
unique period in world history? 
The answer is very simple. Yes, it’s possible, if you 
have a bias about development. Once you believe 
that there is change, things piling on top of each 
other, it’s perfectly possible to note that we’re 
entering into a unique period. I remember years 
and years ago, in a perfectly secular 
anthropological classroom, a professor putting a 
graph of world population on the board. The line as 
far back as we have any information was absolutely 
level, practically. All of a sudden, at the time when 
the AD period began, mathematically it began to 
take off like a skyrocket! That’s purely factual 
information. That really isn’t subject to bias, 
although it seems to undergird the bias that we 
have. 

I would say that the key phrase here is “linear 
movement,” instead of being cyclical, going around 
and around and around. In a recent review of a 
businessman who would take over corporations and 
pull them into black ink—he was like a roller 
coaster going up and down, up and down—
someone asked his wife, “Can you put up with 
this? How do you like that?” She said, “Well, a 
roller coaster isn’t as bad as a merry-go-round.” 
Now, much of human civilization seems to be a 
merry-go-round; and yet, that things keep piling up 

and permanent change takes place is the nature of 
our bias. That’s why I feel that it’s possible to say 
that we’re entering into a unique period.  

2. Now that we have passed into the 3rd 
millennium, it seems easier to grasp the 
overall phenomenon of the AD period. 
Why? 
Well, the “movement” or development, as we’ve 
talked about it, was often so slow that you couldn’t 
see it. Today, it is accelerating at an incredible 
pace! In many areas of science, whether it’s 
dinosaurs or microscopic investigations, what 
we’ve learned in the last ten years is more than 
what we had learned in all of previous history. 
Therefore, precisely because of the increased 
velocity of change, we can begin to notice it. If you 
look at a field and an animal is there that blends in, 
and the animal moves very, very slowly, you might 
never see it. Once it begins to move, you can see it. 
That’s the answer to this question. 

3. What are some of the seemingly 
irreversible factors related to helping 
and hindering international 
development that have emerged in the 
past 2,000 years? 
I threw out the reference to the population of 
germs: technical knowledge. What about global 
warming? What about the sheer destruction of 
species? As Don Richardson pointed out, a human-
species cultural tradition has been blinking out a 
rate of about once a month for hundreds of years. 
And the known existing species of all animal life or 
of all life have represented about one-thousandth of 
what is known to have existed prior to our time. In 
other words, we’re concerned that certain types of 
animals will be lost. Well, 999 out of 1,000 
different animal and living species have already 
been lost! That doesn’t mean we should mow down 
all the rest of the Bengal tigers. I’m merely saying 
that there are apparently irreversible elements.   

 
 


