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Introduction 

In this course we are coming to a high point. 
It is the high point because we are looking down 
from a mountaintop on all that we are studying. 
This is just a pause in the midst of a long story, a 
4,000 year story at the very minimum. But it is one 
of the more important times, as we are getting very 
close to the heart of the purpose of the entire 
course. 

We are not really interested in people 
memorizing the names of the kings or the pharaohs 
or the other potentates of ancient times. The 
emphasis is not in knowing names, states or places. 
Our struggle is really for meaning. Asking 
fundamental questions could be most meaningful 
as we confront far more questions than we have 
answers to provide. 

One of the fundamental impressions that this 
entire course inevitably gives us is that we are 
confronted with an awesome, massive mystery. 
When we look back, we ask ourselves: “Who are 
we?” “What is the world?” “What is humankind?” 
“What is the experience that we have gone 
through?” “What is coming up?” These questions 
are not the kind of questions for which there are pat 
answers, and to be exposed to the questions alone 
is a marvelous educational experience. 

 
Review 

These questions may not have one precise 
simple answer. Of course, there are thousands of 
questions that could have been asked, but these are 
at least four that seem of value. 

 
1. In what sense is this first module 
“more basic” than all the other 
modules, and how does it constitute the 
important and enduring foundation for 
all the rest of the story? 

 
The first module of this course is the story of 

the beginnings. It is the foundation. It really is an 
extremely important course in allowing everything 
else to be understandable. I think it is true that 
practically all the basic theological convictions that 
we have, that are illuminated further in the New 
Testament, are there already in the Old Testament. 

Kaiser has a marvelous stress on that. What we are 
considering is taken up completely in the Old 
Testament and is further illuminated from that 
point on. So this first section will be valuable at 
every point from now on. There will scarcely be a 
single moment later on in the course that 
everything you have learned will not be relevant. 

 
2. While we are dealing with old 
questions, we are drawing on current 
studies and insights. What is the major 
secular contribution to the vast 
contemporary restudying of all of the 
major “mysteries” we have covered? 

 
A massive amount of restudying and further 

research has been going on all around the world in 
the last twenty or thirty years that overshadows all 
of previous human investigations. The major 
contribution of all this is the humility it has brought 
to many of the most important of the leading 
scientists. I have referred to this as “the era of the 
befuddled scientist.” But it is the befuddled 
medical doctor, the befuddled psychologist, the 
befuddled historian, the befuddled paleontologist. 

In all areas of academic and scholarly 
endeavor, the massive amount of additional 
knowledge has, more than anything else, shown us 
how little we really know. More and more has been 
uncovered, but the more we uncover, the more we 
do not understand. This is major. And it has made 
our mysteries all the more mysterious. Greater light 
exists, but also greater confusion. For those of us 
who are believers, it brings greater excitement and 
greater confidence in the living God who holds all 
things in His hand. 

 
3. What would be the major confusion 
for a person who has looked into ancient 
times with the assumption that 
everything would fall into a gradually 
evolving picture?  

 
Most modern people do think of the story of 

humanity as leading up to the pinnacle of our 
present achievements. That is an evolutionary view 
that has a great deal of credence. But unfortunately 
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the more we know about the record of the rocks, 
the more we run into phenomena which are 
referred to by scholars as saultations. This is like a 
getting a rash on your hand, and being given a 
Latin word for it. No more is known about the rash 
except for a Latin word for it. So in the rocks there 
are lengthy periods in which life forms do not seem 
to evolve. There is an extinction layer and then a 
new period with a whole new profusion of life 
forms that seem to be of a different model. This is 
called saultationism, or saultations, meaning 
“summersault.” The word sault means to jump. 
This is also called punctuated equilibrium. In other 
words, these could be fancy words for a rash, but 
they do not tell us why or how it happened. These 
discontinuities are not just in the most ancient 
period of earth’s history, but even in relatively 
recent times. 

You find the early Greeks quite literate 
people using Linear-A as their writing system. 
Then a little later they change it and call it Linear-
B. Now Linear-B we understand. Linear-A we do 
not understand. For half a millennium, they forget 
how to write; then they start all over again. When 
they start over they adopt more nearly the Greek 
alphabet of today, which is borrowed from 
Phoenician, which is borrowed from Hebrew. That 
means that all the biblical languages have 
somewhat the same alphabet—which is nice. But, 
why did they lose the ability to write for 500 years? 

The Stonehenge monument was rather a 
simple monument but very sophisticated. But 
people three or four hundred years later could not 
figure out how to work it. They added these huge 
stones, which are themselves a major achievement 
of a sort. But in the process they messed it up a 
little. They actually corrupted the observatory and 
made it less capable than it was before. This is 
what the latest scholarship indicates, which means 
there was a decline rather than an evolving of 
information. This pattern, while not necessarily 
universal, is so common as to certainly bring into 
question any previous assumptions that we might  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

have about an unendingly evolving story getting 
into better and better and more wonderful times. 

 
4. What new light is shed on the Old 
Testament Scriptures as we expand our 
perspective on ancient times to include 
all of the civilizations all over the globe? 

 
If you study other scriptures and other 

countries and how different those other scriptures 
are, it is interesting to note how distasteful and 
fanciful and relatively lightweight they are, 
compared to the seriousness and the honesty and 
the accuracy of the Bible. This is really an 
astonishing difference between this one nation, 
Israel, whose history goes way back compared to 
any of our other information. 

The reality is that we know more about 
Abraham than anyone who ever lived that long 
ago. I think any dispassionate observer would have 
to admit that the biblical revelation which we have 
– the biblical text, just the sheer literary reality that 
we have in our hands – has no parallel. There is no 
parallel. There are other stories and ancient 
documents, but they are incoherent or bizarre by 
comparison. I think this is a simple fact. We can 
see the Bible, then, in a new light. It is a much 
more precious book. Now having said this, 
remember what Bruce Koch said: “We are brought 
up to believe that the Bible is a bunch of fables and 
myths and old foggy stories, and so forth, that you 
can’t trust.” The fact is, it is almost the opposite. 
The other books are the untrustworthy ones. This is 
a fascinating aspect of the whole study. 

The big picture is the gripping reality. Details 
can usually be filled in later. In this course, we 
hope to open up your hearts and minds to be able to 
continue to learn. This is when education really is 
at its best. It is to prepare us to learn. Education is 
not the sprinkling of information into the cranium. 
It is the opening up of the cranium to knowledge, 
and the preparation to continue to learn for the rest 
of your life. We are hoping that is what this course 
does. 


