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From Frontiers in Mission, xiv-x 

In the last 500 million years  —45 major, asteroidal collisions—life devastating—
occurred.  

Dinosaurs came and went. Then mammals flourished. Real humans appeared 
just 11,000 years ago. Then, Genesis 1:1.  

—500 Million years ago?  

Origin of Predatory Life The “Cambrian Explosion”  

Most important is the mysteriously sudden appearance of violent, destructive, 
predatory forms of life, enduring for the last 500 million years.  

—4 Billion years ago? Origin of Life  

The last 500 million years is what we know most about. It is the last 11,000 years 
where true humans appeared on the scene that are of greatest interest, especially 
the question of where the Genesis record fits in.  

From Frontiers in Mission, xiv-x 

The whole story may go like this:  
God created highly intelligent, but finite, intermediate beings through whom He 
then, over a lengthy period of time, developed life as we know it. These 
intermediate beings over time were instructed in the incredibly complex matters 
of DNA and what we call microbiology.  

But at the Cambrian period, where forms of life vastly larger than fairly small 
animals were achieved, one of the leaders among the intermediate beings not 
only chose to go on his own but decided to mar and mangle the good creation 
intended by God. This period of rebellion continues to this day and explains why 
redeemed humans have a mission that is much larger than just redeeming 
humans, but requires the identification of all evil with Satan, not with God’s 
“mysterious ways.”  

I have left out a mountain of details, many of which are described in the articles 
in this book. I refer specifically to chapters 12, 50, 51, and 52, but also in other 
chapters, especially in Part 6.  

 

FROM BASIC CONCEPTS; from Frontiers in Mission, 26, 27 
•There is evidence in the record of the rocks that at one point predatory forms of life 
suddenly appeared—that is, there appeared forms of life that are life-destroying, whether 
microbiological in size or visible forms of life. Prior to that time life forms were not 
dangerous to each other—in the so-called Ediacaran period just before the Cambrian 
explosion of life.  



2 

•It is also true that Genesis portrays the existence of an Evil One prior to the temptation 
of Adam. The rest of the Bible makes clear that this Evil One did not always exist but 
formerly served God and then rebelled at a given point in time.  
•The thought therefore occurs that the time of Satan’s rebellion may coincide with, and 
explain, the appearance of life-destroying forms of life, such that nature—not just man— 
from that point on has become a vast scene of constant violence in which we see life 
destroying life. The number of life forms being driven extinct today is on the order of 
30,000 per year. The number of life-forms now in existence is about 1,000th of all that 
have existed. More than half of two million existing life forms are destructive (parasitic).  
•Thus, the “works of the devil” would seem to include the perversion of the very 
structure of life at DNA levels. The discovery of thousands of defective genes in the 
human genome is possibly evidence of demonic activity at the DNA level. Even the 
violent traits of animals and man may exhibit the same kind of distorting influence at that 
level.  
 
From FND Lecture 5 
A dramatic way to measure the carnage and horror that has dogged the tracks of 
humanity for much of human history, is to ask what world population would have 
become, starting at 2000 BC with 27 million, if growth at 2000 BC had occurred at the 
current global rate of 1.7%.  

The astonishing answer is that world population at even that reduced rate would have 
exploded to six billion from 27 million in only 321 years. And, if world population had 
grown at 3.5% it would have become six billion in only 123 years.  

This should fairly broadcast to us the ugly presence of ongoing slaughter, disease and 
starvation for much of the human experience. At the same time it gives insight into 
the very real, physical dimensions of the advance of God’s will in the expanding 
kingdom in more recent years. God is not simply out to save souls in eternity but to 
rescue His creation from war and pestilence. The degree to which that is 
accomplished is certainly related to the glorification of God, and that, in turn, to our 
sense of mission.  

All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will 
bring glory to your name. For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are 
God (Psa. 86:9, 10).  

 


