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DRAFT 7 
The Cosmic Battle: The Big Picture of History 

by Ralph Winter with Beth Snodderly 
 

(This segment goes as far as Joseph in Egypt) 
 

Introduction 
Are we building an enduring Christianity or not? In one sense this question outranks 

all other mission frontiers. That is, what is the wisdom of avidly building a widespread 
movement to Christ which is going to collapse tomorrow into Gospel resistance? [IJFM 
Editorial in 21:1 (Jan–March 2004)] Is Christian faith blossoming around the world today 
only to fade tomorrow when it faces the hard questions of today’s anti-religious 
onslaught? [The Embarrassingly Delayed Education of Ralph D. Winter in Goal of 
International Development, p. 13] 

Today we face a very large number of scientists who believe that the universe is 
billions of years old. Is that true? Does it matter? In this case, yes—because it can destroy 
their confidence in the Bible. Thus, we do well to ask, “Is it certain that the Bible teaches 
that the universe is only 6,000 years old?” Our problem is that most of the world today 
assumes that both our planet and the universe are much older than 6,000 years. The grim 
result, then, is that to all such people, the Bible appears dead wrong, when in fact it may 
be a very accurate description of things, using terms that were understood in that day. In 
general the Bible does not talk about things that were unknown to the writers or the 
readers. According to my analysis we can believe in both an old earth (before Genesis 
1:1) and a young “recreated” earth (Gen. 1:1). Neither interpretation implies a rejection 
of the Bible’s inerrancy. Belief in inerrancy does not mean inerrancy of interpretation. If 
we insist the Bible says something it was not intended to say—as did Luther and Calvin 
regarding the earth moving around the sun—we may unintentionally tear down 
confidence in the Bible. [Unfinished Epic] Whatever our understanding of the Bible we 
need to realize that the Bible is the one that is speaking. We’re the ones listening, and it’s 
not for us to speak to the Bible and to put into that book things that it doesn’t say. 
[CAS1009-01 Friday Morning Meeting; August 5, 2005] We do not do well to close our 
minds to the possibility that we have often simply misunderstood the Bible and in the 
process given it a bad reputation. [Unfinished Epic] 

This book attempts to defend the trustworthiness of the Bible in the eyes of the 
average well-educated secular person. My concern is to make an honest attempt to defend 
the Bible, to unravel the tension between the old earth and young earth views, to unveil 
the extensive damage to God’s glory resulting from monstrous and intelligent evil, and, 
above all, to open up a window on the nature of the purpose in this life of redeemed man, 
that is, the Christian mission. [Introduction in Frontiers in Mission, p. xv] To clarify the 
nature of God’s mandate to man, this story attempts to paint a big picture of the record of 
life on this planet from God’s viewpoint. As Ralph Winter quoted in a seminar at the US 
Center for World Mission:  

According to Scripture, the universe was originally good and the glory of God is 
still evident in it (Rom. 1:20). But something else—something frightfully 
wicked—is evident in it as well. Of their own free will, Satan and other spiritual 
beings rebelled against God in the primordial past and now abuse their God-given 
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authority over certain aspects of creation. Satan, who holds the power of death 
(Heb. 2:14), exercises a pervasive, structural, diabolical influence to the point that 
the entire creation is in bondage to decay. The pain-ridden, bloodthirsty, sinister, 
and hostile character of nature should be attributed to Satan and his army, not to 
God. Jesus’ earthly ministry reflected the belief that the world had been seized by 
a hostile, sinister lord. Jesus came to take it back (McLaughlin 2004, 237-38). 
[CAS1026-03; Morning Meeting; 6.1.2005] 

This story will explain my belief that God has sought not merely to list us in a Book of 
Life, but to enlist us in a struggle, a war, against the works of an intelligent, evil being. 
[Story of Our Planet] It isn’t just getting saved, getting secure, but it’s getting enlisted. 
When we are listed in the Lamb’s Book of Life, we are also enlisted in an armed force, in 
a military operation. [CAS1026-03; Morning Meeting; 6.1.2005] There would seem to be 
very little awareness among Christians today that the Christian life is that of a soldier in a 
war—a war to conquer evil and destroy the works of the evil one. Only when we stop and 
think about it can we imagine a monstrous, pervasive, intelligent distortion of creation. 
We don’t stop to realize how illogical it is to blame all that on God, as some do, instead 
of considering the involvement of an intelligent Evil One. [Story of Our Planet] 

This perspective refocuses our understanding of Christian mission today, expanding it 
from an effort to rescue and redeem humanity into a full-blown biblical effort to restore 
glory to God by destroying the works of the devil. “The Son of God appeared for this 
purpose, to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). In this war, God is expecting our 
help. It would appear that deliberate attempts to glorify God are actions of war, and will 
likely involve conflict, deception, struggle, injury, and premature death. This story, in 
effect, presents a rationale for the extensive battle into which we are recruited. [“Story of 
Our Planet.”] 

But we can’t glorify God by battling against the powers of evil if we don’t even 
recognize those powers of evil. If God is getting the blame—if we say to malaria victims, 
“Our God wants us to give you a cup of cold water, but he doesn’t know about malaria, 
or he doesn’t care, or he doesn’t know what to do”—if our actions speak those words that 
loudly, what kind of a gospel can we preach? What can we tell them about God if that’s 
the kind of God we’re telling them about? I’m talking about improving our understanding 
of who God is. And our understanding of what is going to be necessary to glorify him. 
This is the definition of mission: what is necessary to glorify God? And if what is 
necessary is more than merely becoming aware of God, but coming alongside of him in 
the conquest of evil so that no longer are evil deeds associated with God’s initiative—
then we have a huge mission to attack. [CAS 1034-02; Morning Meeting 6.15.2005] 
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CHAPTER ONE: Pre-History 
 
Disclaimer 

This account of our planet’s pre-history is not so much to be believed as it is presented 
as a matter for hypothesis and speculation to help improve our understanding of our 
mission to glorify God. What is attempted here is intended merely to test out the 
interpretive potential of a basic perspective. [Story of Our Planet] It lays out the 
predominant secular interpretation of the history of the universe, and more specifically 
the earth and life on earth. In so doing, whenever the phrase “many scientists believe” is 
employed, I am not affirming but simply describing. It does not give any credence to 
Darwinian evolution at all. But it does note that there is no necessary conflict with 
Genesis caused by the secular sequence and time spans, if, that is, Genesis 1:1 does not 
describe the origin of the universe but rather a new creation, after distortions by evil 
intelligence, in an era of humans in the image of God. [Unfinished Epic] 

 
The Mystery of the Origin of Matter and the Universe, 14 Billion BCE 

About 14 billion years ago, many scientists believe, a “Big Bang” occurred, producing 
the entire universe. [Unfinished Epic] When the planet Earth came into existence, all 
there was at that time, so far as we know, was what is called “the inorganic” world, that 
is, no life forms. Inorganic matter is itself an amazing world of complexity, consisting of 
an array of more than a hundred different and internally complex “atoms” and 
combinations thereof (molecules), plus electromagnetic radiation of many sorts (radio 
waves, infrared rays, visible light, cosmic rays), as well as mysterious forces such as 
gravitation and magnetism.  

If anything cries out for a Creator, especially in view of the Big Bang theory, the 
universe does. Consider the swirling disk-like shape of our galaxy, the incredible speed 
of light, the far faster early expansion of the universe as is now suggested, the planetary 
realities maintained by gravitation, the delicate balance we are told of, which if 
gravitation were slightly more or less would reduce all stars to red dwarfs or blow them 
up into blue giants. It is totally strange and totally mysterious. [Story of Our Planet] For 
various reasons mentioned below, such a creation event does not seem to be what 
Genesis 1:1 is describing. [Unfinished Epic] 
 
The Mystery of Life 

However the entire universe came into being, the mere existence of matter would not 
necessarily imply the incredibly complex appearance of life itself. Now whether you’re 
talking about a microbe, a plant, an insect, or an animal—or a dinosaur—they all are born 
out of a DNA molecule. As you are probably aware, this DNA which is within us all is an 
incredibly small object; and yet it is incredibly complex. One such molecule—found in 
every human cell and every cell of any kind of life— has two billion atoms in it. It is an 
organization of incredible intricacy shaped in the framework of what is called a double 
helix. And there are billions of these DNA molecules in any given form of life. Is this not 
so complex as to boggle your imagination? Its origin is a real mystery. [Overview of the 
Mysteries in Foundations Reader] 
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Non-predatory Life, 4 billion BCE 

Most paleontologists believe that the first tiny life forms began to appear on this planet 
about three or four billion years ago and for the next 3.5 billion years life forms were still 
very small. [Making Sense to Today’s Scientists from Frontiers in Mission] In my 
conjecturing, life began when God created intermediate beings to do His will. We can 
speculate that the astounding slowness of the formation of progressively more complex 
forms of life may imply that God had for millions of years been doing that work through 
intelligent, but finite, intermediate beings with free will. God may have instructed the 
angelic intermediate beings over time in the incredibly complex matters of DNA and 
what we call microbiology. [Story of Our Planet] They had to learn. That’s why it took so 
long. Otherwise you can’t imagine why it would take an all-powerful God 4 billion years 
to produce life. [CAS1001-03; Morning Meeting; 8.12.2005] By comparison, it took a 
century of work with thousands of intelligent engineers to “evolve” the Model T Ford 
into a Lincoln Continental. It did not happen without intelligent guidance at every point. 
It would be possible to conjecture a lengthy, three-billion-year period of tranquility in 
nature in which angelic beings were diligently learning from God and developing life 
forms under God’s guidance. For over three billion years the story of increasing size and 
complexity of life forms displayed neither predatory life forms nor defensive life forms. 
[Story of Our Planet] 

 
The Cambrian Explosion, 540 million BCE 

 But there is evidence in the record of the rocks that relatively suddenly, a little over 
500 million years ago, the so-called “Cambrian Explosion” took place when, puzzlingly, 
a vast profusion of new forms of life appeared. At this Cambrian boundary something 
totally new occurred, something so devastating as to require perhaps the label of a 
“principle of disorder.” Strangely and distressingly, paleontologists widely believe, life-
destroying forms of life (predators) appeared for the first time, as well as forms 
displaying defensive mechanisms such as spikes and hard shells (Fortey 1998; also see 
http://www.bbc.com/earth/story/20141202-what-was-earths-first-predator). [Foundations 
Reader, Making Sense to Today’s Scientists] 

Here is a theological question: at this point, seven-eighths of the way along in the 
development of life, when predatory forms of life first appeared, did some of the 
intermediate beings rebel and decide to work against God to distort and destroy the good 
creation God intended, that angelic workers had for so long labored faithfully and 
intelligently to produce? (and in the process blur the understanding of the nature of God)?  
Are these events evidence of what might be meant by Satan “falling”? [Story of Our 
Planet] 

That would conceivably explain the outrageous evil in all of nature from that point on 
for the next 500 million years. It would also suppose constant warfare from that point on 
between good and evil angelic beings each of them attempting to defend or destroy 
creation—the one developing destructive traits in formerly benign animal life (including 
disease pathogens), and the other developing defensive measures against beasts of prey. 
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This story speculates that this period of rebellion continues to this day and explains 
why redeemed humans have a mission that is much larger than just redeeming humans, 
but requires the identification of all evil with Satan, not with God’s “mysterious ways.”   
The “works of the devil” would seem to include the perversion of the very structure of 
life at DNA levels. The The discovery of thousands of defective genes in the human 
genome is possibly evidence of demonic activity at the DNA level. By corruption of 
creation we must recognize genetic damage. We must pay greater theological attention to 
malevolent genetic alteration as well as the existence of terribly hostile pathogens, 
viruses, bacteria, and parasites. Even the violent traits of animals and the cruel, hateful, 
warlike genocide of whole peoples by humans may exhibit the same kind of distorting 
influence at the genetic level. [Story of Our Planet]  
 
Asteroidal Collisions and Extinctions—Judgments? 

Some of the distorted and dangerous animals were destroyed in meteorological 
disasters. Starting about 600 million years ago, many scientists believe [see 
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/13/130214-biggest-asteroid-impacts-
meteorites-space-2012da14/], many asteroidal collisions blotted out life in various parts 
of the globe, as if in judgment—my thinking—of the prevailing violence and destructive 
nature of gruesomely distorted life forms, such as the dinosaurs. One large crater, at the 
north end of Mexico’s Yucatan peninsula, is believed to have occurred 65 million years 
ago, and is more than 100 miles across. It is the one understood to have ended the 100-
million-year period of the characteristically violent dinosaurs. Many of these larger 
asteroids are understood to have been solid rock, miles in diameter, moving at the speed 
of a rifle bullet at the moment of impact (Becker 2002, 76-83). [Unfinished Epic]  
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Mammals and Pre-Humans 
Following the extinction of the dinosaurs, many scientists believe, mammals came into 

their own, growing in size to tons of weight, existing virtually unchallenged until 
intelligent pre-humans began to drive them into extinction. [Unfinished Epic] Hundreds 
of thousands of fossil bones of violent animals have been dug up in the last 200 years. 
Specialists in prehistoric fossils have talked for years about pre-human “hominids” 
reaching back to a million or more years. [Story of Our Planet] Cave drawings and 
arrowheads tell us a great deal about the impressive intelligence of forms of life earlier 
than humans. We are well acquainted, for example, with the capabilities of the 
Neanderthals, who were around for maybe 100,000 years, who are nevertheless no longer 
considered ancestors of humans due to recent DNA testing. [Planetary Events, Frontiers 
in Mission] However, although various pre-human forms of life—the hominids and even 
the Neanderthals—had the opportunity to selectively breed plants and animals, that 
particular intelligence did not appear. [Story of Our Planet]  

 
The Mystery of Human Life, 10,000 BC  

Nothing that was accomplished by earlier forms of life is as impressive as evidences 
beginning about 10,000 years ago of the activity of deliberate, determined, patient, 
intelligent selective breeding of both plants and animals (Zeder and Hesse 2000). 
[Planetary Events, Frontiers in Mission] Some scholars are now thinking that the 
appearance of this kind of radically superior intelligence is more significant than the 
study of fossil bones in determining the time of the first appearance of true humans. How 
did this new, very recent, very intelligent, reflective animal suddenly come into being? 
The fact that the DNA molecule can be programmed in such a way as to produce a 
human being so radically different from all other life is itself incredible. It just awes you. 
It’s a basis for worship. It’s grounds for amazement about God, and leaves all science 
befuddled.  

At the same time there continues to be the “jarring factor”—a major feature of homo 
sapiens, as with earlier forms of life—the amazing prominence of violence and evil. 
[WCF Booklet] Despite evidence of sudden, unprecedented intelligence, all fossils of 
human life that far back clearly reflect cannibalism and violence (White 2001, 58) [Pre 
History]—bashed in, roasted skulls. [WCF Booklet] Humans are their own worst enemy. 
The historic record of merciless genocide is very nearly incredible. [Story of Our Planet] 
Humans in the image of God awaited the Edenic experiment. [Pre History] 
   
The Mystery of Archaic Civilizations, 8,000 BC  

Intelligent enough to develop plants and animals genetically, man was also able to 
build cities and civilizations. The so-called “archaic” civilizations (using Toynbee’s term) 
seem to have appeared without background. From what we have been able to discover 
about the early endeavors of true homo sapiens there do not seem to be gradually more 
sophisticated precursors to the high (“archaic”) civilizations. Rather they seem to appear 
suddenly as an already complicated social reality. This is another mystery: the sudden 
and unprecedented rise of human culture, or civilization. [Story of Our Planet] 

That is, the people who built the Stonehenge monument were more sophisticated than 
those who centuries later added huge monoliths in trying to “repair” it. The Sumerian 
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civilization was already 800 years in decline at the time of Abraham. The story of Egypt 
is a story of decline since there is no story building up to the place where they could 
figure out how to make the incredibly precise pyramids—which appear at the beginning 
of their history. The Indus Valley displays advanced civilization at its earliest point. The 
Aztecs, the Incas, each had more advanced civilizations behind them. The sudden 
appearance of these early advanced civilizations is, in fact, in itself so mysterious a 
phenomenon that some secular scholars have suggested even higher civilizations 
preceded them. Others have wildly guessed that they must have appeared already highly 
developed from outer space. The apparent suddenness and sophistication of their origin 
therefore remains a mystery. [Story of Our Planet] 

Again, within this mystery is the demonic element. The ancient civilizations buried 
alive hundreds of people with their god-kings. Human sacrifices and violence were 
central to the ancient sophisticated civilizations. [WCF Booklet] Human beings as far 
back as we have any paleological record have been fighting each other so much that they 
have destroyed well over 90 percent of their own handiwork. Even the little that remains 
from the distant past is riddled with evidences of a strange and pervasive evil that has 
grotesquely distorted man’s potential. Their libraries, their literature, their cities, their 
works of art are mostly gone. Man has virtually erased his own story. [The Kingdom 
Strikes Back] 

Atrocities have been committed between different forms of animal life and human life 
for a long time. If God is not the author of that kind of behavior it would seem to be work 
of the Evil One. Even at the level of the DNA molecule, something has obviously been 
tampered with or we would not see suddenly toward the end of the long story of life so 
many forms of life that destroy life. From that time until this at every point we see 
evidence of a demonic distortion of creation. [WCF Booklet] 
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CHAPTER TWO: God’s Response to the Distortion of Creation: The Edenic 
Experiment  
 
What would God do about this vast distortion of his purposes? The divine response was a 
plan to defeat the evil one, restore creation, and reclaim all the peoples of the earth. This 
is another mystery, which is the major theme of the Bible itself— a plan to counteract 
evil; the single story of God’s re-conquering of a planet which has been distorted from 
God’s intent and seduced out of His fellowship. An understanding of this mystery begins 
to bring meaning into all else. [WCF Booklet]  

Genesis 1: Re-creation of a Local Area Left Destroyed and Desolate by an Asteroidal 
Collision? 

In view of all this evil, it seems to me it would be perfectly logical to understand the 
Edenic experiment described in Genesis 1 as an accurate description of what happened 
fairly recently following a massive asteroidal devastation of a huge section of the earth—
gutting the entirety of what we call the “Fertile Crescent” of the Middle East—followed 
by a new beginning in that area. [Planetary Events] What if Genesis 1:1 does not refer to 
the origin of the universe but instead refers to the beginning of God’s restoration of the 
Fertile Crescent—the “known world”?  

Grammatically and exegetically the opening phrase of the Bible could just as well 
mean “when God began to (re)create … .” The first chapter of Genesis then would not be 
reporting on “magical” or “mythical” events of which humans did not know, but rather 
the actual sequence of things following a major local event. The immediate result of a 
major asteroidal collision could easily be described as “formless and void” (Hebrew: tohu 
wabohu, a biblical phrase for the desolation following a war). First there would have been 
darkness due to the immense dust clouds hurled into the air from the impact. Then 
gradually the dust would settle and it would eventually be possible to tell the day from 
the night but not to see the sun itself. Finally the dust canopy would thin to the point that 
the sun, moon, and later, the stars, would appear as visible bodies (Becker 2002, 76-83). 
These verses surely seem to be a restoration sequence rather than a creation sequence. If 
they are viewed as a creation series of events, many have wondered how the dim light of 
day would have been created before the sun appeared (Gen. 1:3, 14-18).  

Obviously those humans wiped out in this regional impact would not have been able 
to report this sequence. On the other hand, surviving humans scattered elsewhere could 
certainly have been actual eye witnesses of the darkness and the gradual reappearance of 
light, the sun, etc. Egyptian scholars then could have retained a record of such 
observations so as to be the source of information Moses employed in Genesis. 
[Unfinished Epic] 

The Genesis events may thus describe a new “young earth” period following an 
immensely long “old earth” period.1 [Basic Recent Insights in Frontiers in Mission] 

                                                
1 However, Ronald Numbers has pointed out in his magisterial book, Creationism: The Evolution of 

Creation Science, that the Young Earth view of an earth only 6,000 years old was derived in the last 70 
years from the emergence within Evangelicalism of a once mainly Seventh-Day Adventist understanding of 
Genesis. This relatively recent accrual from Adventism is not strengthened by the fact that even earlier, C.I. 
Scofield clearly presented the idea of the vast geologic ages occurring prior to the six days of Genesis 1 (in 
a “gap” between 1:1 and 1:2) in his Scofield Reference Bible, which was to become the most widely used 
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Beginning in 1812, hundreds of thousands of fossil bones of violent animals have been 
dug up which belong to thousands of now-extinct forms of life. Since these animals 
cannot be the ones described in Genesis 1:26 , where both animals and man are clearly 
described as non-carnivorous, they must have either come before Genesis or we must 
assume they were distorted into their violent and carnivorous nature after the Fall of man. 
The latter possibility would force enormous complexity into the last 6,000 years, 
including many extinctions. Bones have been discovered for a thousand times as many 
animal species as survive today.  

It would seem to be easier to believe, following Scofield and Dallas Seminary 
professor Merrill Unger, that all of that violent life preceded Genesis, and that, then, 
Genesis is describing a new creation of non-distorted life in the “known world” of the 
writers.2 In any case, the vast majority of all scientists today, if we continue to tell them 
that the Bible teaches that all forms of life are no more than 6,000 years old, will 
continue to feel forced to believe that the Bible cannot be trusted. [Unfinished Epic] 

 
Adjustments in Exegetical Thinking 

If Genesis chapter 1 describes such a train of events as I’ve described here, it would 
instantly require certain radical adjustments of popular exegesis, because it would mean 
the first few chapters of Genesis were entirely local events. What adjustments?  

First, the phrase in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God,” would have to be translatable 
as, “at the time God began.” [Or as Beth Snodderly translates this phrase, “In beginning, 
God…” since the Hebrew does not have the article, “the” (Snodderly 2014, 1)] 

Second, the Hebrew word “bara” would have to be able to mean “recreate” not just 
“create” (it does not mean “create out of nothing”—a concept found elsewhere in 
Scripture).  

Thirdly, the familiar phrase, “formless and void,” from the Hebrew phrase tohu 
wabohu, would have to mean something like “destroyed and desolate.” The single 
sentence in Hebrew running through Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 would then come out something 

                                                
study Bible of all time. Scofield, furthermore, was backed by a list of prominent scholars on the title page 
of his famous study Bible, including Moody Bible Institute faculty.  

In any case, followers of the “Young Earth” perspective can at least take comfort in the fact that the 
interpretation I have described here does not conflict with, but would tend to substantiate not an awesomely 
ancient, but recent and quite literal (“eye-witness”) understanding of the events of Genesis. [Planetary 
Events[] 

2 In fact, it may be unfair to the Bible to think of it as speaking of a planet since at that time people 
did not know of such a thing. Most people unthinkingly assume that way back when Genesis was written 
there was knowledge of a planet, solar system, galaxy, and indeed an entire universe and that precisely the 
beginning of all that is what is being referred to in Genesis 1:1. Certainly it is easy for us to read our 
knowledge today into something that was put together several thousand years ago when Genesis came into 
oral tradition and was later written down. [IJFM: Editorial Reflections: Losing Faith—A Partial Response; 
23:1, Spring 2006, 39;] But reading later knowledge into earlier documents is a common mistake called 
anachronism. 

I’m getting to the place where I realize the importance of knowing that the Bible is not a dictated book 
like the Qur’an or the Book of Mormon (which are said to have been dictated by God). But it is a book 
written by “holy men of God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21, KJV). A key word here 
is “men.” The Bible normally contains what these holy writers, guided by God, understood and their 
hearers understood. [Unfinished Epic and CAS2041-02, Sept. 2004 Seminar] 
 



10 

like, “Things (in a regional area) were quite destroyed and desolate when God began to 
recreate ….” 

Furthermore, it would be helpful if we were aware of at least some biblical scholars 
who have recognized all of these possibilities, even as it would be helpful to discover that 
these ideas (all but the asteroids) were more widely held some years ago. Can we listen to 
Merrill F. Unger? He was a conservative and respected Dallas Theological Seminary 
professor, head of the Department of Old Testament studies. He expressed pre-Genesis 1 
views in the Bibliotheca Sacra (the official journal of the seminary) in 1958, as well as in 
his very widely used Unger’s Bible Handbook (500,000 in print, in 24 editions), 
published by the press at the Moody Bible Institute. In his Handbook he says,  

“In the beginning.” These opening words of Genesis have been commonly 
assumed to refer to the original creation of the earth and the universe, and well 
they might. But the question is asked, May they not envision a relative beginning 
as to God’s creative activity of the earth in a much later period in preparation for 
earth’s late-comer man? ... If “In the beginning” is a relative beginning with 
regard to the late-comer man, then “created” does not refer to God’s activity in 
bringing the earth into being ex nihilo (out of nothing), but His refashioning the 
earth and its sidereal heavens at a much later period in geological history.  

Unger goes on to state that it is not grammatically possible to put the old earth 
between verses 1 and 2.3 In view of these comments from Dallas Seminary’s Unger, I 
feel emboldened to suggest that there is apparently no insurmountable exegetical obstacle 
to the suppositions I have mentioned for the understanding of the text. In fact, we should 
perhaps feel ashamed that many of us have tried for so long anachronistically to read into 
the literary record of Genesis modern cosmological information about the origin of a 
universe and a planet, information totally unknown at the time of the writing or oral 
formulation of Genesis. [Planetary Events and Mission of the Church] 

Undistorted Life Appears in Eden  
Genesis 1 then presents a new beginning, the re-creation of both animals and man 

without the carnivorous violence endemic in all other parts of the earth—that is, animals 
and man are herbivorous. We will see this non-violent, non-carnivorous type of life again 
at the end of time, as in Isaiah 11:6 (the wolf lying down with a lamb). Most significant 
of all would be the new creation for the first time of a special area called Eden, and there 
a form of life not only with the unprecedented intelligence of Homo Sapiens, but with 
features undistorted by Satan. [Story of Our Planet] 

This radically different way of looking at things allows us to understand the 
appearance of a new, unfallen human being, in the image of God, for the specific purpose 
of aiding in the restoration of what had already been created and distorted. Are humans 
intended by God to be soldiers, allied with God and the good angels in the battle against 
the adversary and his demonic angels? This would be for the purpose of advancing God’s 
Kingdom, His will on earth, on an enemy-occupied planet. [Story of Our Planet ]  
 
                                                

3 For a thorough exegetical examination of the vocabulary, grammar, and history of the interpretation of 
Genesis 1:1, 2, see Beth Snodderly’s paper, “Complete Exegesis of Genesis 1:1, 2,” available through 
Academia.edu: https://www.academia.edu/30638310/Gen.1.1_2_Complete_Exegesis_12.27.16.doc.  
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Appearance of Evil in Eden 
But no sooner did this Eden experiment begin than the non-human evil being appeared 

on the scene. Having a 500-million-year “crime record” behind him, ever since his own 
rebellion, the Evil One seduced this new human couple, thus reintroducing violence into 
the picture. The result has been a human race that is seriously hampered in, and diverted 
from, its potential role as an ally against that adversary. [Story of Our Planet] 

Once Adam and Eve were seduced by Satan and turned out of Eden, the “sons of God” 
(the new type of humans created in Eden in the image of God?) married the “daughters of 
men” (previously distorted and depraved humans that began 10,000 years ago?). Further, 
it would seem reasonable that the Edenic type of non-carnivorous animal life, by 
interbreeding with the distorted, carnivorous life outside of Eden, would gradually revert 
to the life-destroying carnivorous behavior and genetically distorted gene pools of the 
pre-Edenic, pre-Genesis 1:1, distorted life. [Unfinished Epic] The book of Genesis also 
records a second new beginning with a man named Noah. This did not last long either. 
[The Kingdom Strikes Back] 

 
NEW BEGINNINGS CHART: 
 
 
 
 	  

10,000  BC 6,000  BC 2,000  BC AD  2,000 

YOUNG  EARTH  TIMELINE 

Local  (asteroidal)  devastation, 
New  Beginning:  Genesis  1:1 

Eden? 
New  Beginning: 
Abraham 

(Other  New  Beginnings:  Exodus,  Post-Exilic  Return,  Christ) 

Local  (flood)  devastation 
New  Beginning:  Noah 
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The new creation thus joined the already corrupted creation which had begun much 
earlier—at the time of the fall of Satan himself. This would enable us to understand why 
being “born again” does not change all our inborn wayward traits even though it allies us 
with our Father in Heaven against hardwired genetic evil within which we still must 
fight—the sort of conflict we read about in Romans 7. And now the whole creation 
groans and suffers awaiting the redemption of the sons of God (Romans 8:19, 22). Note 
that the redemption of all creation somehow depends on the redemption of man. 
[Unfinished Epic] The advance of the Kingdom consists not merely of the rescue of 
humans but includes the restoration of a corrupted creation and the defeat of the Evil 
One. [WCF Booklet] 

 
 
CHAPTER THREE (THE LAST ACT): God’s Response to the Distortion of 

Creation: xx 
 
Major Sources: 
• ***WCF Booklet 
• 1 Kingdom Strikes Back 
• 2 Story of Our Planet 
• 3 Unfinished Epic 
• 4 Planetary Events 
 
• Foundations Reader 
• Frontiers in Mission 
 

 
This chapter begins by asking again: what was God going to do about the vast 

distortion of his purposes? The Divine response was a plan to defeat The Evil One, 
restore creation, and reclaim all the peoples of the earth. A principal means for this is the 
redemption of man through a chosen nation, on the basis of “the lamb slain before the 
foundations of the world” (Rev. 13:8). [WCF Booklet] The Bible consists of a single 
drama: the entrance of the Kingdom, the power and the glory of the living God in this 
enemy- occupied territory. From Genesis 12 to the end of the Bible, and indeed until the 
end of time, there unfolds the single, coherent drama of “the Kingdom strikes back.” [The 
Kingdom Strikes Back] In this unfolding drama we see the gradual but irresistible power 
of God reconquering and redeeming His fallen creation through the giving of His own 
Son at the very center of the 4000-year period ending in 2000 BC. This is tersely summed 
up: “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the 
devil” (1 John 3:6). .” [The Kingdom Strikes Back] 

This counterattack against the Evil One clearly does not await the appearance of the 
good Person in the center of the story. Indeed, there would seem to be five identifiable 
epochs of advance prior to the appearance of Christ as well as five after that event. .” 
[The Kingdom Strikes Back] 

The theme that links all ten epochs is the grace of God intervening in a “world which 
lies in the power of the Evil One” (1 John 5:19), contesting an enemy who temporarily is 
“the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) so that the nations will praise God’s name. His plan 



13 

for doing this is to reach all peoples by conferring an unusual “blessing” on Abraham and 
Abraham’s seed (Abraham’s children-by-faith), even as we pray “Thy Kingdom come.” 
By contrast, the Evil One’s plan is to bring reproach on the Name of God. The Evil One 
stirs up hate, distorts even DNA sequences, perhaps authors suffering and all destruction 
of God’s good creation. Satan’s devices may very well include devising virulent germs in 
order to tear down confidence in God’s loving character. .” [The Kingdom Strikes Back] 

Therefore this “blessing” is a key concept. The English word blessing is not an ideal 
translation. We see the word in use where Isaac confers his “blessing” on Jacob and not 
on Esau. It was not “blessings” but “a blessing,” the conferral of a family name, 
responsibility, obligation, as well as privilege. It is not something you can receive or get 
like a box of chocolates you can run off with and eat by yourself in a cave, or a new 
personal power you can show off like rippling muscles. It is something you be- come in a 
permanent relationship and fellowship with your Father in Heaven. It returns “families,” 
that is, nations to His household, to the Kingdom of God, so that the nations “will declare 
His glory.”The nations are being prevented from declaring God’s glory by the scarcity of 
evidence of God’s ability to cope with evil. If the Son of God appeared to destroy the 
works of the Devil, then what are the Son of God’s followers and “joint heirs” supposed 
to do to bring honor to His Name? .” [The Kingdom Strikes Back] 

This “blessing” of God is in effect conditioned upon its being shared with other 
nations, since those who yield to and receive God’s blessing are, like Abraham, those of 
faith who subject themselves to God’s will, become part of His Kingdom, and represent 
the extension of His rule, His power, His authority within all other peoples. .” [The 
Kingdom Strikes Back] 
 
The First Half of the 4,000-Year Story  

The story of the “strike back” as we see it in Genesis 12 begins in about 2000 BC. 
During roughly the next 400 years, Abraham was chosen, and moved to the geographic 
center of the Afro-Asian land mass. The time of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph (often 
called the Period of the Patriarchs) displays relatively small breakthroughs of witness to 
the surrounding nations even though the central mandate to restore God’s control over all 
nations (Gen 12:1-3) is repeated twice again to Abraham (18:18, 22:18), and once to both 
Isaac (26:4) and Jacob (28:14,15). .” [The Kingdom Strikes Back] 

Joseph observed to his brothers, “You sold me, but God sent me.” He was obviously a 
great blessing to the nation of Egypt. Even Pharaoh recognized that Joseph was filled 
with the Spirit of God (Gen 41:38, TLB). But this was not the intentional missionary 
obedi- ence God wanted. Joseph’s brothers, for example, had not taken up an offering 
and sent him to Egypt as a missionary! God was in the missions business whether they 
were or not.” [The Kingdom Strikes Back] 
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